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September 24, 2021

Dear Amherst Families,

Yesterday the Erie County Department of Health adopted the New York State Department of Health’s
guidance, telling school districts the NYSDOH’s Sept. 2 document will be their “controlling guidance”
starting Monday, Sept. 27.

Since June, our COVID-19 Safety Plan has been aligned with CDC and NYSDOH guidelines, so this
change does not significantly impact us, with one exception. The state’s guidance eases what ECDOH
had required for contact tracing and quarantine when more than one positive case was in a classroom
or on a bus. Under ECDOH guidance, if there were two positive cases in a classroom or on a bus, the
entire class or bus would be required to quarantine. Now, contact tracing for each positive case will
determine who would be subject to quarantine. With every confirmed case, we will continue to be
diligent to determine close contacts for ECDOH’s contact tracing efforts.

Still in place are state regulations for mask-wearing in school settings regardless of vaccination status
and testing of school staff who cannot provide documentation of vaccination status.

In order to keep our schools open five days a week for in-person instruction, it is paramount that we all
do our part to take extra precautions as a school community. A key component of that is screening
yourself and your child daily for signs and symptoms of COVID-19. Any student or staff member who
experiences signs and symptoms of COVID-19 must stay home and follow the steps outlined in the
Return to School Protocol. Although inconvenient, this process is working to mitigate the impact of
COVID-19 within our buildings. Please know that this process will be strictly followed, there are no
exceptions and our health offices do not have the authority to override this return to school requirement.

Erie County Department of Health (ECDOH) offers free diagnostic testing to symptomatic Erie County
residents and close contacts of confirmed cases. For your convenience, the ECDOH COVID-19
appointment line is 858-2929; Erie County COVID-19 Testing Information site, and other testing
locations within NYS.

Thank you,

Anthony J. Panella, Superintendent
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https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/system/files/documents/2021/09/school-guidance.pdf
https://www.amherstschools.org/cms/lib/NY02211892/Centricity/Domain/840/Protocol%20-%20Temperature%20and%20Daily%20Self%20Screening%20Protocol%202021-22.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Xgh8gBQs7QK7dg3zil709tUXsKB5BOSB/view
https://www2.erie.gov/health/index.php?q=covid-19-testing-information
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/find-test-site-near-you
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/find-test-site-near-you
http://www.amherstschools.org

